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Such was the condition of this country, when the un-
happy Charles inherited the crown. He had seen the
errours of his father, without being able to prevent them,
and, when he began his reign, endeavoured to raise the
nation to its former dignity. The French papists had
begun a new war upon the protestants: Charles sent a
fleet to invade Eiiee and relieve Rochelle, but his at-
tempts were defeated, and the protestants were subdued.
The Dutch, grown wealthy and strong, claimed the right
of fishing in the British seas: this claim the king, who
. saw the increasing power of the states of Holland, re-
solved to contest. But, for this end, it was necessary to
build a fleet, and a fleet could not be built without ex-
pense: he was advised to levy ship-money, which gave
occasion to the civil war, of which the events and conclu-
sion are too well known.

While the inhabitants of this island were embroiled
among themselves, the power of France and Holland was
every day increasing. The Dutch had overcome the dif-
ficulties of their infant commonwealth; and, as they still
retained their vigour and industry, from rich grew con-
tinually richer, and from powerful more powerful. They
extended their traffick, and had not yet admitted luxury;
so that they had the means and the will to accumulate
"wealth, without any incitement to spend it. The French,
who wanted nothing to make them powerful, but a prudent
regulation of their revenues, and a proper use of their
natural advantages, by the successive care of skilful mi-
nisters, became, every day, stronger, and more conscious
of their strength.

About this time it was, that the French first began to
turn their thoughts to traffiek and navigation, and to desire,
like other nations, an American territory. All the fruitful
and valuable parts of the western world were, already,
either occupied, or claimed; and nothing remained for
France, but the leavings of other navigators, for she was
not yet haughty enough to seize what the neighbouring
powers had already appropriated.